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• Brings together State agencies and departments to 
coordinate activities that support sustainable 
communities

• Emphasizes strong economies, social equity and 
environmental stewardship

• Awarded over $465 million, to date

Strategic Growth Council



•Competitive Grant Program

•$11 million – California Climate Investments

• Supports “research on reducing carbon 
emissions, including clean energy, adaptation, 
and resiliency, with an emphasis on 
California”

Climate Change Research Program



April 13, 2018 Proposal submissions due

July 20, 2018 Posting of staff funding recommendations

July 31, 2018 Council votes on project awards

August 1, 2018 SGC begins working with researchers to draft 
grant agreements

June 30, 2021 Closeout

Program Timeline



Award Information

Research Project Grants

• Individual researchers or research 
groups

• Single research topic

• $100,000 - $1 million per grant

Research Partnership Grants

• Research consortia, centers, 
collaboratives, etc.

• Addresses one or more research 
priority areas through a suite of 
projects 

• $1 to $4 million per grant

Award Period:  Twelve Months to Three Years



• Researchers (including qualified scientists, engineers, and 
educators) must be affiliated with:

• University of California

• California State University 

• Federally-funded national laboratories

• Private, non-profit colleges and universities

• Researchers can serve as a Principle Investigator (PI) or co-PI on 
up to two proposals. 

Eligibility



•All projects must:
• Advance all seven program goals
• Facilitate greenhouse gas reductions
• Benefit low-income or disadvantaged communities
• Include robust, diverse, multi-stakeholder 

partnerships featuring key stakeholders
• Focus on one or more of the program’s research 

investment areas

Threshold Requirements



1. Supporting and Protecting Vulnerable Communities from the 
Impacts of Climate Change 

2. Accelerating and Supporting Transitions to Climate Smart 
Communities

3. Integrating Land Use, Conservation, and Management into 
California Climate Change Programs 

4. Increasing Data Accessibility and Planning Support for State, 
Local, and Regional Climate Change Planning 

Research Investment Areas



1. Invest in research that has a clear and demonstrated 
connection to the State’s climate change goals, including 
greenhouse gas emission reduction and climate adaptation and 
resilience

2. Advance research to support low-income and disadvantaged 
communities and achieve equitable outcomes

3. Augment, build connections, and fill gaps across current 
research programs

4. Outcome-based research linked to practical climate action

Program Goals (1 – 4)  



5. Model meaningful engagement with the research community, 
community-based organizations and other stakeholders at all 
stages of the program 

6. Continue to advance and develop a common research platform 
to support climate change planning, policy development, and 
implementation across all sectors at the state, regional, and 
community scale

7. Leverage and complement existing research funding and policy 
innovations to accelerate climate change research, innovation, 
and policy and technology deployment

Program Goals (5 – 7)



Proposal Evaluation



•Screening for Completeness

•Technical Review

•Programmatic Review

Evaluation Components



Technical Review



• Advances State climate goals

• Uses feasible, appropriate and state-of-the-art methods

• Employs new approaches and seeks to shift current research 
or engineering paradigms

• Meets program goals and addresses the needs of state, 
regional and/or community constituencies

• Stakeholders engaged in planning process and results will 
benefit the public 

• Investigators are qualified to execute proposed activity

Research Merit



• Engages with the research community, community-based 
organizations and other stakeholders at all stages of the program and 
addresses a need identified by the community of focus

• Consults new partners on the project’s design, including processes to 
disseminate research findings

• Advance the climate goals of engaged audiences through assistance 
and resource-sharing

• Establishes multi-stakeholder or multi-institutional partnerships 
organized into a collaborative structure to advise and oversee the 
project’s progress, stakeholder rapport, and application of research 
findings/results

Meaningful Engagement



Programmatic 
Review



• Management
• Demonstrates that project objectives will be met in a 

timely manner, with adequate tracking of progress

• Quality Assurance
• Appropriate and adequate Quality Assurance Statement

• Resources and Cost Controls
• Facilities, equipment, and budget are appropriate, and 

proper procedures ensure timely expenditure of funds

Project Management



•Level of success in managing and 
completing each past agreement

•History of meeting the reporting 
requirements under each agreement

Past Performance



Policy Considerations

• Availability of funding 

• Balance and distribution of 
funds: 
• Geographically

• By type of institutions

• By type of partners

• By research areas

• By project types

• By cost effectiveness 

• Duplication of other State-
funded projects 

• Lead applicant's prior award 
performance

• Partnerships and/or 
participation of targeted 
groups

• Adequacy of information 
provided

• Cost effectiveness



• SGC Administers the Review Process and 
Grant Agreements

• Electronic submission – GRanTS system 
(DWR)

• Evaluation process
• Recommendation to the Council

Solicitation Process



• Submission Questionnaire

• Project Budget (template available)

• Scope of Work

• Title Page (two pages)

• Project Narrative (not to exceed ten pages)

• Biographical  Sketch 

• Partnership Overview (Research Partnership Requests)

• Letters of Support (up to seven)

• Summary of Prior State Funded Research (PI level information, not 
institutional)

• References and Literature Citation (Optional)

Submission Components



Project Narrative (<10 pages)

• Description

• Research Merits
• Significance/Importance

• Innovation/Novelty

• Broader Impacts

• Feasibility, resources and 
timeline

• Investigators/partners

• Impact and outcomes

• Meaningful Engagement 
• Improving Research quality, 

validity and sensitivity

• Capacity for meaningful 
engagement

• Structure for engagement

• Innovation/originality

• Impact and outcomes



• Program Documents: The Research Investment Plan 
(1/2018) provides the foundation and the overarching policy 
for the program, and the 2018 Solicitation directs potential 
proposers on how to apply for the 2018 grant funds. 

• Graduate Student Fees: Graduate student registration fees are an 
allowable cost. SGC will work with institutions that intend to pay for 
graduate fees through the Spring semester/quarter of 2021.

• Submission Questionnaire: Proposers must respond to all 
required questions on the online questionnaire.  Failure to do so will 
result in a submission being deemed as ineligible in the screening 
process.

Frequently Asked Questions



• Defining Vulnerability for climate adaption: 2018 Update to 
the Safeguarding California Plan

• “Including, but are not limited to women; racial or ethnic 
groups; low-income individuals and families; individuals who 
are incarcerated or have been incarcerated; individuals with 
disabilities; individuals with mental health conditions; 
children; youth and young adults; seniors; immigrants and 
refugees; individuals who are limited English proficient (LEP); 
and Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, and 
Questioning (LGBTQQ) communities, or combinations of these 
populations.”

Frequently Asked Questions Cont.



Questions?



Email: Research@sgc.ca.gov

Visit the SGC Website for the latest information about this and 
other programs 

http://sgc.ca.gov/

Join our Climate Change Research listerv!

More Questions?

mailto:Research@sgc.ca.gov
http://sgc.ca.gov/

